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INTRODUCTION
In 2019 & 2020, the Kansas Farm Management Association collected survey data from cow-calf
producers across the state. This survey was a continuation of efforts that began in 2018, with updated
questions to allow for more focus on feeding and breeding management choices. Survey responses have
been matched with enterprise reports within the KFMA database, so while more than 200 producers
completed the survey, only 94 matched survey and enterprise reports are utilized in this factsheet report.
It is important to note that these responses are from KFMA members only, and therefore these results
may not necessarily be reflective of cow-calf producers in general.
The following summary of the additional survey data is provided on a regional basis, with KFMA
Associations 4 (NE) and 6 (SE) classified as the East, Association 1 (NC) and 2 (SC) classified as Central, and
Associations 3 (SW) and 5 (NW) classified as West.

BREEDING PROGRAM
In selecting bulls, all regions had similar results in ranking
selection criteria. Respondents were asked to rank price,
Expected Progeny Differences (EPDs), visual appraisal, and
breeder guarantee in order of importance in their bull
selection process. Utilizing EPDs was the top criteria for all
regions followed by visual appraisal, with breeder guarantee
being third. The western region placed a larger emphasis on
visual appraisal compared to the other regions.
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Producers were asked to indicate their use of bull
soundness checks as well as pregnancy checks.
Overall, 76% of producers indicated they utilize
pregnancy checks and 73% indicate they utilize bull
soundness checks. A follow-up question concerning
management decisions with stock that failed these
exams indicated that most producers sell open heifers
or bulls.
The KFMA additional survey also asked for producers
to identify their herds breed composition.
Respondents were only able to select one answer from
the following choices: purebred, crossbreed, or
composite. The majority of producers in all regions
indicated that their herd is a crossbreed,
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CALVING SEASON
The survey asked producers to classify their calving season as spring, fall, or combined. Producers were
also asked to indicate in which months they calve. The responses follow a common fall and spring
calving pattern, but with slight differences between these “windows” of calving emerge between regions.
More than 60% of producers indicated a spring calving season, with 34% indicating a combined calving
season, and only 5% indicating a fall calving season.
The central region had a more even split between producers indicating spring and a combined calving
season, while the western region heavily favored calving in the spring months (88% of western producers
spring calve). The eastern region producers tended to indicate more calving in February-March while
the western region tended to shift their calving towards March-April.
Producers were also asked to indicate the length of calving
season in days (estrous cycles). The majority of producers
in the western region having a calving season of 43-63 days,
and those producers in the central region having a more
even distribution between a calving season of 43-63 days
and 64-84 days.
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